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With MNJ 812 now in my clutches, 
mechanical fettling is fully underway. The Jaguar 
came with smaller-than-standard 15-inch wire 
wheels shod with old, hard tyres. This reduced 
the gearing considerably and the ride was 
damn firm. In my experience, tyres go off 
after about five years and new rubber really 
improves a car’s dynamics.

But before choosing suitable tyres, I needed 
a set of correct sized 16x5in wheels, so called 
Charles Americanos – he knows everything 
there is to know about wires – of Motor 
Wheels Services International. MWS was 
established in 1927 and is renowned for 
the restoration and manufacture of veteran, 
vintage and classic wire wheels. Wires can be 
had in stainless steel, chrome or silver paint 
finishes, and I went for the painted silver, which 
is most authentic. These wheels are very 
accurately constructed to the original Dunlop 
pattern and cost a remarkably reasonable 
£168 (including VAT) each. With the Jaguar on 
painted 16in wires it now looks ‘right’. 

I then needed tyres that maintained this 
correct stance, but with decent handling and 
roadholding. The XK was originally fitted with 
crossplies but I wanted a set of high-speed 
road tyres with which I can compete. The 

answer is Blockley crossplies. A little over four 
years ago, historic racer Julian Majzub teamed 
up with ex-Dunlop competition manager 
Derek Freathy to set up Blockley, and their 
high-performance vintage and historic tyres 
have met with remarkable success. The pre-
war tyres are FIA approved and the company 
produces 600-16in post-war tyres that are 
suitable for classics such as my Jaguar XK140.  

Running on Blockley 
tyres (£199.75 each) with 
Derek Freathy’s Classico 
Competition tubes and rim 
rubbers (£43.95), the Jaguar 
has been transformed.  
The previously jittery ride is 

now supple and the handling and roadholding 
have improved tremendously. Now, when you 
sling the Jaguar through roundabouts, it drifts 
controllably, turning any old drive into a real 
motoring pleasure. 

» MWS International, +44 (0)1753 549360, 

www.mws.co.uk; Blockley Tyres, +44 (0)1386 

701001, www.blockleytyre.com. 

Mid-November and the Saab and Triumph 
are still in use. What a pleasant surprise!

To be honest, it’s only in the last few weeks 
that I’ve gone anywhere in the Saab. Slow 
progress in the garage, coupled with a 
determination not to get stressed when things 
don’t go together as well as they should (this 
is meant to be a hobby after all!) meant that 
the summer flew past before I could get the 
V4-engined 96 running as it should.

The finishing touch was a neat performance 
air filter atop the new Weber 28/36 carburettor. 
A K&N had been perching there, but it was too 
tall and catching on the bonnet bracing. 
Curiously, it seems really hard to order a smaller 
K&N for what was once one of the most 

commonly used carbs in the tuning industry, so  
I turned to eBay, found an Australian-made 
Ramflo performance filter specifically for the 
28/36 for £30, pressed ‘Buy it now’ on a Friday at 
4.45pm and was surprised to find the postman 
knocking on the door the following morning at 
8.30am. All credit to the suppliers, Eurocarb. 

As for the Triumph, its use is slightly limited by 
the roads around my house, where building work 
results in a permanent coating of super-slippery 
mud. I know things are bad when my modern 
Citroën diesel wheelspins uncontrollably out of 
junctions, and picture myself lying on the road 
with 205kg of muddy Triumph on top of me. 
Really, I must stop being such a girl’s blouse and 
rediscover my limited motorcycle control skills...

‘Now, when you sling 
the Jaguar through 
roundabouts, it drifts 
controllably’
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